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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89 — 497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

". . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence ... of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof." 



BULGARIA 



Cultural Property 

Memorandum of understanding signed at 

Sofia January 14, 2014; 
Entered into force January 14, 2014. 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
ON CATEGORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
AND 

ECCLESIASTICAL ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 



The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of 
Bulgaria; 

Acting pursuant to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting 
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, 
to which both countries are States Party; and 

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological and 
ethnological material representing Bulgaria's rich cultural heritage; 



Have agreed as follows: 



ARTICLE I 

1 . The Government of the United States of America, in accordance with its 
legislation entitled the Convention on Cultural Property Implementation Act, shall restrict 
the importation into the United States of (1) archaeological material ranging in date from 
7500 B.C. to approximately 1750 A.D. including categories of stone, metal, ceramic, 
bone, ivory, other organics, wood, glass, faience, paintings and mosaics, and (2) 
ecclesiastical ethnological material ranging in date from 681 A.D. to approximately 1750 
A.D. including categories of stone, metal, bone, ivory, textiles, wood, glass, parchment, 
painting, mosaics, and other material identified on a list to be promulgated by the United 
States Government (hereinafter referred to as the Designated List), unless the 
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria issues a license which certifies that such 
exportation was not in violation of its laws. 

2. The Government of the United States of America shall offer for return to the 
Government of the Republic of Bulgaria any material on the Designated List forfeited to 
the Government of the United States of America. 

3. Such import restrictions shall become effective on the date the Designated List is 
published by the Department of Homeland Security in the U.S. Federal Register , the 
official United States Government publication providing fair public notice. 

ARTICLE II 

1 . The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the 
Republic of Bulgaria shall seek to publicize this Memorandum of Understanding and the 
reasons for it, through various means available including social media. 

2. The Government of the United States of America shall use its best efforts to 
facilitate technical assistance to Bulgaria on the subjects of site security, cultural resource 
management, prevention of looting at museums and other institutions, and prevention of 
smuggling, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors. 
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3. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall continue its efforts to identify 
and register cultural property, with particular attention to the ethnological materials in the 
stewardship of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria and other registered religious groups, as 
a means of increasing the protection against pillage and facilitating the recovery of stolen 
objects. 

4. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to 
document, track, and publicize incidents of theft and looting, and promptly report them to 
national and international authorities. 

5. Regarding export permits, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall 

(1) gather and track statistics on the number of such permits requested and issued for both 
temporary and permanent export of cultural property pursuant to existing laws and 
regulations; and (2) ensure that the process of applying for such permits of export and 
temporary export is accessible and clear. 

6. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall expand its educational and 
outreach initiatives in support of the importance of protecting and preserving the cultural 
heritage of Bulgaria into schools and to the general public. Noting that Bulgaria's 
museums are well-placed to undertake these initiatives, the Government of the United 
States of America shall use its best efforts to facilitate training in museum education to 
Bulgaria, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors. 

7. Both Governments agree that, in order for United States' import restrictions to be 
successful in deterring pillage, the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall 
strengthen enforcement of its own cultural heritage protection laws, aiming: (1) to 
increase the overall number of prosecutions; (2) to hand out meaningful sentences or 
punishments; and (3) to put into effect and implement the necessary administrative and 
punitive measures against the unauthorized use of metal detectors in archaeological 
reserves and other areas known to contain cultural assets. 

8. The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria shall use its best efforts to 
encourage its museums to lend archaeological and ethnological materials of the types 
covered by this Memorandum of Understanding to U.S. museums and institutions for the 
exhibitions and for other scholarly or cultural initiatives, for the maximum time currently 
allowed under Bulgarian law. 
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ARTICLE III 



The obligations of both Governments and the activities carried out under this 
Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to the laws and regulations of each 
Government, as applicable, including the availability of funds. 



ARTICLE IV 



1. This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force upon signature. It 
shall remain in force for a period of five years, unless extended. 

2. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended through an exchange of 
diplomatic notes. 

3. The effectiveness of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to 
review in order to determine, before the expiration of the five-year period of this 
Memorandum of Understanding, whether it should be extended. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective 
Governments, have signed the present Memorandum of Understanding. 



DONE at Sofia, this 14th day of January, 2014, in duplicate, in the English and Bulgarian 
languages, both texts being equally authentic. 



FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: THE/kEPUBLIC OF BULGARIA: 
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MEMOPAHflYM 
3A PA3BHPATEJICTBO ME5K#y 
nPABHTEJICTBOTO HA PEnYBJIHKA EBJirAPHfl 

H 

nPABHTEJICTBOTO HA CBE^HHEHHTE AMEPHKAHCKH DJATH 
OTHOCHO HAJIArAHETO HA OrPAHHHEHHH 
Bl>PXy BHOCA HA KATErOPHH 
APXEOJIOTHHECKH 
H 

ITBPKOBHO-ETHOJI05JCKH MATEPHAJIH 
OT PEnyfiJIHKA BBJirAPIW 

FIpaBHTejicTBOTo Ha Peny6nHKa Bi>jirapHfl h FIpaBHTejicTBOTO na Cte^HHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH 
mara; 

fleficTBaHKH b cbOTBeTCTBHe c KoHBeHUHHTa Ha IOHECKO ot 1 970 ro^HHa othocho MepKHTe 
3a 3a6paHa h npcaoTBpaxjiBaHe Ha ne3aKOHeH bhoc, h3hoc h npexBT>pji5we Ha npaBOTO Ha 
co6cTBeHocT Ha KyjiTypHH ueHHOCTH, no kohto were ,rbp>KaBH ca CTpaHH; h 
BOAeHH ot accnaHHeTO ch m HaMajiflT no/i6yflHTe 3a orpa6BaHe Ha He3aMeHHMH apxeojiorHnecKH h 
eTHOJio>KKH MaTepnajiH, npeflCTaBaiHH 6oraTOxo KyjiTypHO HacjieacTBO Ha B-bjirapHa; 

ce cnopa3yMaxa 3a cjie^HOTo: 

HjieH I 

1. FIpaBHTejicTBOTo Ha CT>eAHHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH maTH, b CbOTBeTCTBHe etc CBoeTO 
3aKOHoaaTencTBO, 03arjiaBeHO 3aKOH 3a npnjiaraHe Ha KoHBeHHHHTa 3a KyjiTypHHTe ueHHOCTH, 
orpaHHnaBa BHOca b CteAHHeHHTe ma™ Ha 1) apxeojiornwecKH MaTepnajiH, flarapamn ot 7500 
rojuiHa np. h. e. ao npH6jiH3HTejmo 1750 ro^HHa ot H.e., BKJUOHHTejmo KaTeropHH ot KaMtK, 
MeTan, KepaMHKa, koct, cjioHOBa koct, apyra opraHHHHH MarepHajiH, ffbpBO, erbKJio, (jmaHc, 
KapTHHH h M03aiiKH h 2) utpKOBHO-eTHOJioKKH MaTepnajiH, .zjaTHpamH ot nepnoAa OT 68 1 ro^HHa 
ot H.e. jxo npH6jiH3HTejiHO 1750 ro^HHa ot H.e., bkjhohhtc^ho KaTeropHH ot KaM-bK, MeTaji, koct, 
cjioHOBa koct, TeKCTHJi, fltpBO, ctbk^o, nepraMeHT, KapTHHH, M03aHKH h Apyra MaTepnajiH, 



onpeaeneHH b cnncbK, kohto me o6Hapo,zmaH ot npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha CteflHHeHHTe maTH 
(no-^ojiy HapHnaH «06oco6eH cnHCbK»), ocbch aKO npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha PenySjiHKa BtJirapna He 
mmne pa3peineHHe, kocto #a yaocTOBep»Ba, ie TO3H h3hoc He e b HapymeHHe Ha HeftHwre 

3aKOHH. 

2. npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha Cte^HHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH ma™ npeimara 3a BptmaHe Ha 
npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha Peny6jiHKa E-bJirapna BCflKaKBH MaTepnajm ot 06oco6eHHH cnHctK, 
3ajtp>KaHH ot npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha C-be^HHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH mara. 

3. TaKHBa orpaHHHeHHJi B-bpxy BHOca BjiH3aT b CHJia Ha jjaTaTa, Ha kohto 06oco6eHH$rr 
cnncbK 6i>ae ny6jiHKyBaH ot JJenapTaMenra 3a BT>TpeuiHaTa cnrypHOCT bt>b QeAepajiHHJi perncrbp 
Ha C-bejiHHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH maTH, o(J)HH,HajiHo H3flaHHe Ha npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha C-be/jHHeHHTe 
aMepHKaHCKH maTH, kocto me ocnrypH Heo6xo/j,HMOTo ny6jiHHHO AOCTOHHHe. 

HjieH II 

1. npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha Peny6jimca EiJirapmi h npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha Cte^HHeHHTe 
aMepHKaHCKH maTH ce crpeMjrr HanpaBJiT ny6jiHHHo aocTOHHHe HacTOflmna MeMopaH/xyM 3a 
pa36HpaTejiCTBO h ocHOBaHH$rra 3a Hero npe3 pa3JiHHHH /JOCTtnHH cpeacTBa, BKJuoHHTejmo Mpe3 
counajiHHTe Me/iHH. 

2. npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha C-be^HHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH mara nonara MaKCHMajiHH ycHJina, 3a #a 
OKa^ce TexHHHecKa noMom Ha B-bJirapna no BtnpocnTe Ha cHrypHOcrra Ha o6eKTHTe, 
ynpaBjieHHeTO Ha KyjiTypHHTe pecypcn, npeflOTBparaBaHeTo Ha orpa6BaHeTO Ha My3en h /jpyra 
HHCTHTyuHH h npe,ztoTBpaT5iBaHe Ha KOHTpa6aHflaTa, ci>o6pa3HO cbmecTByBamHTe nporpaMH b 
oGmecTBeHHH h/hjih nacTHHH ceKTop. 

3. npaBHTejiCTBOTO Ha PenySjiHKa B-bJirapna me npofl-bJi>KH % a nojiara ycHJiHM 3a 
HAeHTH4)HHHpaHe h perHCTpnpaHe Ha KyjiTypHH ueHHOcra, KaTO me OT^ejiH cneunajiHO BHHMaHHe 
Ha eTHOJio»CKHTe MaTepnajiH noa ynpaBjieHHeTO Ha npaBOCJiaBHaTa ntpKBa Ha EtJirapHa h jspym 
perHCTpHpaHH BepoH3noBe/iaHHa, KaTO cpcucTBO 3a yBejinnaBaHe Ha 3am.HTaTa ot orpa6BaHeTO hm 
h 3a yjiecHHBaHe Ha Bp-biuaHeTO Ha oTKpaflHara npeflMera. 
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4. IlpaBHTejicTBOTO Ha Peny6jiHKa EuirapHH nojiara MaKCHMajiHH ycHjma 3a AOKyMeHXHpaHe, 
npocjieflflBaHe h ny6jiHHHO pa3niacflBaHe Ha cjiynaH Ha icpaacGa h orpa6BaHe h 3a He3a6aBHOTo 
yBe^OMHBaHe Ha HaHHOHajiHHxe h Me>KAyHapoAHHxe HHCxnryHHH 3a TOBa. 

5. Flo OTHomeHHe Ha pa3peineHHflxa 3a H3HOC npaBHTejicTBOTO Ha BtJirapHa: 1) ctSnpa h 
npocjie/iaBa cxaxncxHHecKH rslhhh 3a 6poa Ha noHCKaHHTe pa3pemeHHH h H3AaAeHHxe TaKHBa 
KaKTO 3a BpeMeHeH, TaKa h 3a nocxojmeH h3hoc Ha KyjiTypHH hchhocth cbmacHO 
CbmecTByBamHTe 3aKOHH h HopMaxHBHH pa3nopea6H h 2) rapaHTHpa AoexbnHOCx h HCHOxa Ha 
npoueca Ha KaHAHAaxcxBaHe 3a nojiynaBaHe Ha TaKHBa pa3peiueHHS 3a h3hoc h 3a BpeMeHeH h3hoc. 

6. IlpaBHTejicTBOTO Ha PenyQjiHKa B-bjirapna pa3iuHpHBa o6xBaTa Ha cbohtc o6pa30BaTejiHH h 
HH(J)opMauHOHHH HHHHHaTHBH b noAKpena Ha 3HaneHHeTO Ha 3amHxaxa h ona3BaHexo Ha 
KyjiTypHOTO Hacjie^cTBO Ha BtJirapna b ynHJinmaxa h cpejx mnpoKaxa o6mecxBeHocx. KaTo 
OT6e;i5i3Ba, He My3enxe Ha E-bJirapna ca oco6eHO noAxoAflmn 3a npeflnpneMaHe H a Te3H 
HHHHHaTHBH, npaB Hxe jictboto Ha CteAHHeHHTe aiwepHKaHCKH maxn nojiara MaKCHMajiHH ycHjiHH 
3a yjiecHaBaHe Ha oGyneHHexo no My3eHHO AeJio b BtJirapHH ci>o6pa3HO cbmecxByBamnxe 
nporpaMH b o6mecxBeHHH h/hjih nacxHHfl ceKTop. 

7. ^Bexe npaBHxejicxBa ca cbiviacHH, ne 3a m 6i>Aax ycneiuHH orpaHHHeHHflxa 3a bhoc, 
Hajio>KeHH ox Ci.eAHHeHHxe aiviepHKaHCKH maxn, c ueji Bi>3nHpaHe Ha orpa6BaHexo 
npaBHxe^cxBoxo Ha Peny6jiHKa B-bJirapna 3acnjiBa npnjiaraHexo Ha CBonxe 33kohh b 3amHxa Ha 
KyjixypHOXo HacraeACXBO c ueji: 1) yBejinnaBaHe Ha o6ihhh 6pon Ha HaKa3axejiHHxe npeaneABaHHa; 
2) npoH3HacaHe Ha e<^eKXHBHH npHCbAH hjih HanaraHe Ha HaicaBaHHfl; 3) Bi>Be>KAaHe h npHJiaraHe 
Ha Heo6xoflHMHxe aAMHHHCxpaxHBHH h HaKajaxejiHH MepKH cpemy He3aKOHHOxo H3noji3BaHe Ha 
MexajioxbpcanH b apxeojiorHHecKH pe3epBaxn h Apyrn 30HH, 3a kohxo e H3BecxHO, ne ctAtpacax 
KyjixypHH HeHHOCXH. 

8. ripaBHxejicxBOxo Ha Peny6jiHKa B-bJirapna nojiara MaKCHMajiHH ycHJins 3a cxHMyjinpaHe Ha 
CBonxe My3en Aa npeAOCxaBax BpeMeHHO Ha My3en h HHCXHxyuHH Ha ObeflHHeHHxe aMepHKaHCKH 
maxH, apxeojiorHHecKH h cxhojiojkkh MaxepnajiH ox BHAOBexe, o6xBaHaxn ox Hacxoamna 
MeiwopaHAyM 3a pa36HpaxejicxBO, 3a h3jio>k6h h ApyrH o6pa30BaxejiHH hjih KyjixypHH HHHHHaxHBH 
3a MaKCHMajiHO pa3pemeHH» nepHOA cbrjiacHO Hacxoamoxo StJirapcico 3aKOHOAaxejicxBo. 
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HjieH III 

3aai>Ji>KeHHflTa Ha ABeTe npaBHTcncTBa h AefiHocraTe, ocbmecTBJiBaHH cbrjiacHO HacToamHH 
MeMopaH^yM 3a pa36HpaTejicTBO, ca npeAMer Ha 3aKOHHTe h HopMaraBHHTe pa3nopefl6H Ha bcako 
ot npaBHTencTBaTa, Kaicro ca npHJioacHMH, bkjhohhtcjiho no OTHomeHHe Ha HajiHHHeTO Ha 
cpe^cTBa. 

HjieH IV 

1 . HacToamHHT MeMopaHAyM 3a pa36HpaTejicTBO BjiH3a b CHJia cjieA noAnncBaHeTo My. 
Toft ocTaBa b CHJia 3a nepHOA ot neT toahhh, ocbch aKO to3h nepHOA He 6i>Ae yAtJiaceH. 

2. HacTOflmHHT MeMopaH^yM 3a pa36HparejicTBO Moace Aa 6tAe npOMeHSH Hpe3 pa3MSHa Ha 

AHnjIOMaTHHeCKH HOTH. 

3. E^eKTHBHOCTra Ha HacToamHa MeMopaHAyM 3a pa36HpaTejicTBo nojineMa Ha 
npepa3rjie>KaaHe, 3a Aa ce onpeaeiiH, npe^H H3THHaHeTO Ha neTroAHiHHHfl nepHOA Ha HacToaiUHfl 
MeMopaHflyM 3a pa36HpaxejiCTBO, naim toh j\a yfltJiaceH. 

B IIOTBliP^HEHHE HA KOETO AOJiynoAnncaHHTe, HaAJieacHO yirbjmoMomeHH 3a TOBa 
npeACTaBHTejiH Ha cbOTBeTHOTO CBoe npaBHTejicTBo, noAnncaxa HacToamHfl MeMopaHAyM 3a 
pa36HpaTejicTBO. 

CbCTABEHO b CocJ)hh Ha TO3H 14-th osh Ha jmyapH 2014 roAHHa, b ABa eAHOo6pa3HH 
eK3eMnjiapa Ha 6-bJirapcKH h Ha aHrjiHHCKH e3HK, KaTO h ABaTa TeKCTa ca eAHaKBO aBTeHTHHHH. 



3A nPABHTEJICTBOTO HA 
PEn^tJIHKA EBJirAPHfl: 




3A nPABHTEJICTBOTO HA 
CBEflHHEHHTE AMEPHKAHCKH DJATH: 



IoaCul v 
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